THE DIVINE BIRTH AND DIVINE WORKS

oppression of Ravana, of Parashurama to destroy the
unrighteous license of the military and princely caste,
the Ivshatriyas, of the dwarf Vamana to destroy the
rule of the Titan Bali.  But obviously the purely
practical, ethical or social and political mission of the
Avatar which is thus thrown into popular and mythical
form, does not give a right account of the phenomenon
of Avatarhood. It does not cover its spiritual sense,
and if this outward utility were all, we should have
to exclude Buddha and Christ whose mission was not
at all to destroy evildoers and deliver the good, but to
bring to all men a new spiritual message and a new
law of divine growth and spiritual realisation. On the
other hand, if we give to the word dharma only its
religious sense, in which it means a law of religious
and spiritual life, we shall indeed get to the kernel of
the matter, but we shall be in danger of excluding a
most important part of the work. done by the Avatar.
Always we see in the history of the divine incarnations
the double work, and inevitably, because the Avatar
takes up the workings of God in human life, the way
of the divine Will and Wisdom in the world, and that
always fulfils itself externally as well as internally, by
inner progress in the soul and by an outer change in
the life.

The Avatar may descend as a great spiritual
teacher and saviour, the Christ, the Buddha, but
always his work leads, after he has finished his earthly
manifestation, to a profound and powerful change not
only in the ethical, but in the social and outward life
and ideals of the race. He may, on the other hand,
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